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“The Manner of Our Retreat”
Transcript of George Reid’s letter describing the retreat from Mount 
Independence and the Battle of Hubbardton
Introduction and transcription by Ron Morgan

During the night of July 5 – 6, 1777, American forces precipitously abandoned their 
extensive fortifications at Mount Independence and Ticonderoga, in which vast amounts 
of blood and treasure had been invested over the previous year. Faced with a large British 
land and naval force from Canada led by General John Burgoyne, the American Com-
mander, General Arthur St. Clair, ordered his forces to retreat, literally under the noses of 
the numerous British and German soldiers deployed on both sides of Lake Champlain, 
who were advancing on the American positions. As the Americans retreated to Castleton 
and points south, in the early morning of July 7, elements of the British advance guard 
under the command of Brigadier General Simon Fraser caught up with the American 
rear guard under the command of Colonel Seth Warner at Hubbardton, Vermont, where 
a battle ensued. After several hours of fierce fighting, the Americans were forced to retreat 
when additional German troops arrived to turn the American right flank. In the months 
that followed, General Burgoyne continued his advance southward until he was forced to 
surrender at Saratoga, New York, following defeats there and at Bennington, Vermont.

Contemporaneous accounts of the events of July 6 & 7, 1777 are extremely rare. Apart 
from a few letters from the commanding officers involved, accounts are generally quite 
fragmentary, and some were written a considerable time after the fact. The Continental 
Army’s inquests into the matter in connection with court martial proceedings against Gen-
eral St. Clair and his immediate superior, General Schuyler, weren’t conducted until more 
than a year later. For these reasons, the recent appearance of a letter from George Reid 
(1733 – 1815), written on July 22, 1777 and the days following, describing his experiences 
on the retreat and at the Battle of Hubbardton, is quite significant. 

George Reid, who at the time was a Lt. Colonel in the 2nd New Hampshire Regiment, 
wrote the letter to his brother-in-law, and after discussing personal matters it reveals details 
concerning the retreat and subsequent battle that may be unique—Reid was entrusted with 
the command of a 400 man “Picquet” to screen the army’s retreat from Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence; as such, Reid was almost literally one of the last men to leave the 
Mount. In addition, Reid’s regiment was on the Americans’ right flank at Hubbardton, 
where by all accounts the heaviest fighting took place; John William’s definitive analysis of 
the battle (published by the Vermont Division of Historic Preservation) states that no writ-
ten accounts of the action in this sector were known to exist. 

After Hubbardton, Lt. Colonel Reid assumed command of the 2nd New Hampshire 
Regiment and led them at Saratoga and later at Monmouth. He also commanded the 
regiment during the Sullivan Expedition against the Iroquois in 1779. He was eventually 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General. 

A copy of the letter has been generously provided by Dr. Gary Milan. The transcrip-
tion has been done entirely by me, with some liberties taken with punctuation for clarity; 
original spellings have been preserved. Any errors are solely mine.

The transcript begins on page 4...
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President’s Report
My wife, Amy, and I drove out to Mount Independence the last weekend of March for a 
walk in the bright sunshine and cold air. From the Baldwin Trail overlook we could spy 
fishermen still bravely trusting the singing ice of Lake Champlain. But spring wildflowers 
will soon be  poking their noses out of the moist soil. This year, Amy—a horticulturist at 
Rocky Dale Nursery in Bristol—will be leading a pre-season wildflower walk on Sunday, 
May 8, leaving from the Visitor Center around noon.

That’s just the first of several great events we’ve got lined up this year, including a talk 
by Willard Sterne Randall, who will be at the Mount in June to celebrate the publication 
of his new book, Ethan Allen: His Life and Times (see page x for more information).

We are also bringing back Sue Van Hook, whose two previous mushroom hikes have 
been extremely popular. This year, Sue will be presenting a day-long seminar. See page 3 
for full details.

Our J. Robert Maguire Lecturer this year is Neil Goodwin, whose recent book about 
the Royalton Raid, We Go As Captives, has been a local best-seller. Neil will be speaking on 
the afternoon following our annual meeting.

For details about these and all the other terrific programs for 2011, please check out 
the even calendar on pages 6 and 7.

Work continues on the book. We’ve moved the manuscript into the editing stage and 
are beginning to pull together the images that will illustrate the book. Anyone who would 
like to volunteer to help with this process, please contact me.

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to give me a call (273-3392) or send 
me an e-mail: szeoli@shoreham.net.

– Steve Zeoli
Coalition President

News from the Site Administrator
It was 235 years ago, on July 7, 1776, that American generals gathered at Crown Point, 
New York, as they retreated from Canada and in a Council of War resolved to “retire im-
mediately to the strong ground on the east side of the Lake, opposite to Ticonderoga.”  In 
the first interpretive sign on the Baldwin Trail we’ve told the story about Col. John Trum-
bull’s assessment of the attributes of this place we have all come to know and love.  

At the northern point, it ran low into the lake, offering a good landing place; from 
thence the land rose to an almost level plateau, elevated from fifty to seventy-five feet 
above the lake, and surrounded, on three sides, by a natural wall of rock, everywhere 
steep, and sometimes an absolute precipice sinking to the lake.  On the fourth and 
eastern side of the position ran a morass and deep creek at the foot of the rock.

Just 21 days later, the new Declaration of Independence was read to the assembled 
troops and immediately after Rattlesnake Hill became known as Mount Independence.  
This rugged peninsula couldn’t have been more perfect for a defense against an enemy to 
the north.  

After the ravages of the Revolution, the trees and plants began to grow back, wild 
creatures returned, and the hard edges of war were softened.  Today we are fascinated to see 
the remains of building foundations, the humps and bumps of earthen breastworks, depres-
sions for powder magazines, and the natural cliffs and ravines that were so important for 
defensive positions.  

continued on the next page...
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We also enjoy the natural beauty, the birds we’ve come 
to know and identify through the annual opening day bird 
walk, the range of wildflowers throughout the growing 
season, and the many types of trees in the various habitats.  
We’ve learned about the Native peoples who were here for 
thousands of years before the soldiers and who also served 
in the American Revolution, through the evidence left 
behind on and in the ground, in wartime documents, and 
through the stories passed down from one generation to the 
next.

And every year we get to know more about the Revo-
lutionary past through the history programs offered at the 
site, the annual living history weekend—Soldiers Atop the 
Mount--, and the articles in the Courier.  For those who 
do their own research, it’s amazing to find more and more 
materials that are becoming available through the Internet.  

The understanding of Mount Independence grows 
ever richer and deeper.  The Mount Independence Coali-
tion works closely with the Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation to raise awareness about this special place and 
to offer an interesting and varied program of events for all 
ages and interests.  Be sure to check out the calendar of 
events to date in the newsletter, and decide on coming once 
or twice or even more this year to expand your knowledge 
and feed your interests.  It’s good for us!!!  More and more 
people are talking about the importance of lifelong learn-
ing, of enjoying beauty and nature, and stimulating sur-
roundings for our health and well-being.  

Everyone will want to check out the repairs made 
to the Blue Trail late last year.  The trail had gotten very 
washed out after a number of bad storms the past three or 
four summers.  Peter Jensen & Associates did a wonderful 
job repairing the washed out portions of the first half of the 
Blue Trail, installing rugged water bars to divert water, and 
also replacing the old log “bridge” across a ravine.  

Come early, come often.  Bring yourself, your family, 
and your friends.  Opening day is Saturday, May 28.  We 
look forward to seeing you.

– Elsa Gilbertson
Regional Historic Site Administrator

Educational Resources Now on Internet
The Division for Historic Preservation has some terrific 
resources for educators relating to Mount Indepen-
dence. These are now available on the Mount Indepen-
dence page of the historic sites web site:

www.HistoricVermont.org/mountindependence

NEWS, continued from previous page

SPECIAL EVENT!

MORE Wild Mushroom 
Identification

a day-long workshop  
with mycologist Sue Van Hook

Saturday, August 20, 2011, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
$25/person or $40/couple

Sue Van Hook, Chief Mycologist, at Ecovative Design in 
Troy, New York, returns to Mount Independence with a 
day-long workshop for those interested in advancing their 
wild mushroom identification skills. Sue will introduce the 
major groups of fungi during a morning slide presentation 
followed by a foray in the woods. After lunch participants 
will practice their identification skills as they sort fungi 
and make spore prints. Sue will highlight species at the 
end of the day as she reviews the collections. 

Space is limited to 20 participants. If you want to sign up, 
please e-mail Steve Zeoli as soon as possible:

szeoli@shoreham.net

He’ll e-mail you back to let you know if there is still space 
and with instructions on where to send your check. 

If you do not have access to e-mail, you can phone Steve 
at 802-273-3392.
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Reid Letter Transcript
Mr. Jn. Neysmith
Londonderry
State of New Hampshire

Moyes? Creek about 5 miles below Fort Edward 
22nd July, 1777

Esteemed Brother

Yesterday evening, I received yours of the 23rd June, 
wherein you gave me an Acct of my poor unhappy Broth-
er’s Death.  I expected little less than to hear of his Desolu-
tion(?), but the manner of it to me is Shocking, may God 
prepare all of us for a sudden Change, as to tools that he 
had belonging to me, he had a whole sett, but many of 
them are worn out, there is some of them, such as large & 
small Moulding plains, Ogers and other tools that are yet in 
being, which were my Honourd Fathers, and is my property.  
I would have them all sold with his effects, in order to de-
fray the most Necessary expence except a tenant(?) saw, 
plough & old adze.  I am surprised that any person (who 
was acquainted with the poor man, or his 
circumstances, this some years past) would 
trust him, or bring in any Acct against him, 
knowing well that he had not wherewithall in 
the World this some time past left to perform 
the last Ceremonies Due to him.

As to the news of our dear and Rev’d 
Pastors death, I heard it about a week after 
he was buried.  I make no doubt but he is 
much lamented by his bereaved flock, may 
God of his infinite Mercy, supply you soon 
with a Shepherd like unto him.

You have no doubt heard of our unexpected 
Retreat from Ticonderoga & Mount independence. I’m 
satisfied it surprised you no more when you heard it than 
our Camps when ordrd, I can’t nor won’t pretend to say per-
haps it was for the best to Evacuate both places, there was 
tis’ true a very formidable fleet & land Army Approach’d us 
& were making Battries on all Quarters especially levell’d 
against Ty that in all probability we could not live on that 
side any time, whether or not we might have stood a siege 
some time on the Mount I’m not alone to determine, there 
force its true was far superior to ours their Mettle heavier 
& their strength by sea or watter very considerable, we 
were not  very forehanded in Provision but we had at least 
20 days meat & twice that number of days flouer.  As to 
the manner of our Retreat, I will give you a brief acct of 
it.  The 4th Instant I was Officer of the day (as we call it) it 
appearing a verry dangerous time I spent the whole night 
visiting the guard and centries to see they were vigilant & 

alert.  The next evening about n o’Clock our Colo was 
sent for to Headquarters and came back in a short time 
and told me I was appointed for a tour of Duty.  I asked 
him what, he told me Colo Frances, Maj’r Dearborn & 
myself were appointed to command a Picquet of 400 
men outside the Lines that night and there wait further 
orders.  When the Picquet were paraded the Gen’l 
came to me and told me what was on foot (viz) that 
they would immediately evacuate Ticonderoga & Mount 
Independence. You may well believe it shocked me very 
much however I make it a settled point to obey orders.  
We marched the Picquet to its station there stood under 
arms till day break or a little after when an Adjutant 
came with orders from the Gen’l that we must march 
back through the lines after the Army and their Rear 
Guard that day we accordingly did so but were detained 
some time on the Mount to cut the bridge untill the 
enemy were all in a movement towards us, they fired 
upon some of our artillery men before we left the Mount 
and kill’d one however we march’d on after the main 
body about 12 or 14 miles when 3 or 4 Indians attack’d 

3 officers with their baggage horse.  They 
took the horse but the officers escap’d.  
After we had marched a few miles fur-
ther Colo Frances who was in the rear 
sent to the front for me to come back to 
speak with him.  When I went back he had 
received a billet from Colo Fraizer of the 
British forces with these words to the effect 
that if we would lay down our arms and 
submit peacably we should have Mercy 
on the contrary if we refused he had 400 
Regulars and 500 Indians close upon us 

that should cutt us off without showing any 
favour.  We sent him back for answer that we 

disdain’d his proposal. 
We proceeded on with great caution, but verry slow 

our march being retarded verry much by the Invalids 
that fell off from the main body, we with much difficulty 
on acct of the weak, arriv’d at Hubbard Town about 
21 miles from Ty, from which place the Main body had 
just marched, except Colo Warner & Colo Hale with a 
remnant of their Regiments. It was concluded as our 
party was so weak and fatigued to encampe there all 
night.  We took three prisoners in the evening which 
informed us that there was 500 Indians but not so 
many Regulars as was represented.  We formed our 
encampment as advantageous as possible, set out our 
Centries, but in the night were alarm’d by the Indians 
several times who entered once inside our Centries, in 
the Morning when our troops were about to Muster in 
order to march, an alarm came in that a large body of 

George Reid
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Authors to lecture at the Mount
The Coalition is happy to announce lectures by two excep-
tional authors, who each will in his own way explore the 
turbulent years of the Republic of Vermont. 

On June 20th, Willard Sterne 
randall will be speaking about the sub-
ject of his new book, Ethan Allen: His 
Life and Times, scheduled for release in 
June and already receiving great reviews.

Our annual J. robert Maguire 
Lecture will be delivered this year by 
Neil Goodwin, author of We Go As 
Captives, the story of the 1780 Roy-
alton Raid. The Maguire Lecture will 
follow the annual meeting — however, 
we have not yet set the date for this, as 
we do not want it to conflict with the 
grand-opening ceremonies on the new 
Lake Champlain Bridge, which should 
be around the same time. Stay tuned to 
the web site for details.

Following each talk, the authors 
will be available to sign copies of their 
books.

the enemy were close upon us, what part of our Regiment 
were with me happened to be just drawn up and marching 
towards the left which was our way to proceed, as soon as 
the alarm came I formed our Regt on the left, but the whole 
having but little time was in Considerable Confusion, it was 
not over ten minutes from the time we had the first notice 
untill we received a verry heavy fire from the enemy, though 
we were taken at much advantage being in the open field 
& our enemy in the woods in short shott, we stood it in the 
field and behind stumps to the value of 20 minutes or halfe 
an hour after which we were obliged by superior force to 
fall back into the wood and then we fought them on the 
retreat about a mile & halfe upon which we found we were 
flank’d on all quarters by a great number of Indians, I had 
betwixt fifty & sixty that stay’d by me that I brought in to the 
main body about the middle afternoon, before I came in a 
number of our party that came in before and asserted that I 
was shott through the body & they see me fall, I was in the 
hottest of the battle but God has wonderfully preserved me.  
Our officers especially my Colo moved that a party might 
be sent from the main body to our assistance but it was 
thought not propper.  

There is a Number of Officers taken (viz) Colo Hale, 
Capt Kees,? Capt Norrice, Capt Robertson, Lt Hardy, & 
some other officers of that Regiment taken, also Capt Frye 
of our Regiment was taken which was the only Officer we 
had taken.  Baggage was all put on board boats to carry 
it to Schiensbourough.  Colo Cilley took care to put mine 
on board with his own and his son on board with it but the 
enemy perceiving the rout our baggage took man’d out a 
great number of arm’d boats, schooners and sloops and 
stood up the south bay after our boats overtook  them by 
the time they got up to the fort and fired grape shott verry 
warmly on them.  They however got the most part of the 
goods & boats over the landing into the creek in order to 
carry them up to fort Anne but the enemy landed and came 
up the creek all our chests were stove & plundred either by 
our own men or the enemy.  I lost every article of any kind I 
had except what was on me which was only my boots one 
p’r of old thread hose one p’r Breeches one waistcoat one 
shirt no coat on but a linen rifle one.  Colo Cilley lost all his 
Baggage with his little son but Gen’l Burguoyn treated his 
son verry kindly while with him and has sent him home into 
our camp safe with a flagg, I expect he will be the carrier of 
this letter.  Your nephue Jas Neysmith & John McMurphy 
is either kill’d or taken.  Our rout in the retreat was verry 
tedious. We marched six days through various Towns at 
the rate of 25 Miles per day before we arriv’d at Fort Miller 
it rain’d upon us a great part of the time day & night.  [4 to 5 
words illegible]

There may be several constructions put on the evacu-
ation of our army from that Important place they were lately 

Possessed of, it is verry propable if we had Continued 
any considerable time longer without assistance we must 
have been made prisoners but the Manner of our Retreat 
I know not who can Justifie.  I’m persuaded there was no 
Treachery in the Case.  We are now encamp’d about 4 
miles above Fort Miller where we live considerable well.  
Gen’l Nixons brigade is arriv’d to our assistance from the 
southward.  We hear Gen’l Sullivan is on his way to joyn us 
which will add some spirit again to our troops.  Gen’l Arnold 
arrived here yesterday for what purpose I can’t yet tell.  I 
am myself (thanks be given to the Governour of the Uni-
verse) in a good state of health.  Hugh Browns son & [illeg-
ible] Willson of Windham belonging to Capt. Fryes comp’y 
are missing. Your neighbor James Willsons son is well.

I am with respects to sister Your Family and all 
Neighbors—

Your Loving Brother
[signed] George Reid

If there is not enough of Brother Mathews effects to pay 
the Necessary expense of his Funeral I will answer & fill? 
the defect.

I wrote this letter some time since but had not an 
opportunity to send it before now.  
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July 17, 1776 — 

“Strong Ground”
by Stephen Zeoli

From the cupola on the roof of his headquarters on Man-
hattan Island, George Washington could see the armada 
of British warships gathering far out in the harbor. Wash-
ington had chosen the handsome Kennedy Mansion at 
No. 1 Broadway as his base of operations for coordinating 
the defense of New York. After the success of driving the 
British from Boston, Washington knew that New York 
would likely be his opponent’s next target. He had arrived 
in that city in April. Keeping New York, he knew, would be 
difficult at best, and was most likely impossible against an 
enemy who commanded the waters, had half again as many 
troops at its service and could move those troops nearly 
anywhere its commander chose. Realistically the best out-
come Washington could hope for was making the British 
contend for the city and then get away 
with his army intact. 

Among New York’s most elegant 
homes, No. 1 Broadway had been built 
two decades earlier by land specula-
tor Archibald Kennedy. The mansion 
sported a banquet hall, grand stairway 
and fifty-foot-long parlor. It was close 
to the fort and had the banks of the 
Hudson River in its back yard. That 
the current owner, Kennedy’s son, was 
a captain in the Royal Navy made it a 
bit easier to appropriate the home for 
Washington’s work, which had recently 
taken on a new consequence.

Less than two weeks earlier Congress had declared in-
dependence from England. Upon receiving the announce-
ment from John Hancock, president of the Continental 
Congress, the Commander in Chief had had the Decla-
ration of Independence read to the men at their various 
outposts around the city. George Washington was no longer 
a mere rebel leader, he was now defender of his country.

 This day, as part of this weighty and endlessly complex 
responsibility, he was composing a letter to Philip Schuyler, 
who was in command of the Northern Department, includ-
ing the northern army. That force had been assembled the 
previous year to invade Canada and turn it to the American 
cause but was now retreating as the reinforced British army 
pursued under the command of Sir Guy Carleton. 

Schuyler had drafted a report on the 12th, which had 
reached Washington yesterday. “I am just returned from 
Crown point,”  Schuyler had written, “to which place I 
accompanied General Gates. On our Way to that place we 

stop’d at Tyconderoga and left Colonel Trumbull to take a 
View of the Grounds opposite to it and on the East Side of 
Lake Champlain.”

Schuyler, a wealthy land owner of Dutch stock, who 
would one day be Alexander Hamilton’s father-in-law, 
kept his headquarters in Albany. To learn the condition of 
the northern army first hand, he had traveled north with 
Horatio Gates, recently assigned command of the army in 
Canada. As there was now no American army in Canada, 
some disagreement prevailed about just what Gates was in 
command of, but it was settled—at least for the moment—
that he would take command of the army on Lake Champ-
lain, thus unseating General Sullivan, who was not pleased 
by this turn of events. Among the documents enclosed in 
Schuyler’s report was Sullivan’s formal complaint.

While this squabbling over seniority was common in 
the Continental Army, it was the least of Washington’s 
worries. More troubling was Schuyler’s assessment of 
the state of his troops: “The most descriptive pen cannot 

describe the Condition of our Army... 
Sickness, Disorder, and Discord reign 
triumphant.”

The northern army consisted of over 
5,000 soldiers, only half of whom were fit 
for duty. The remainder were felled with 
various disabling diseases, chief among 
these being smallpox. At Crown Point 
on July 7, Schuyler had brought together 
his general officers to determine the best 
course of action. This Council of War had 
concluded that Crown Point was unten-
able and resolved to “retire immediately to 
the strong Ground, on the East Side of the 
Lake opposite to Ticonderoga, with all the 

healthy & uninfected Troops, and that the Sick & infected 
with the small pox be removed to Fort George.” 

The decision to abandon Crown Point was not popular 
with the other officers. Led by the John Stark, twenty-
one field officers signed a “remonstrance” protesting the 
resolution. They respectfully argued that Crown Point was 
defensible, that abandoning the post would grant control 
of Lake Champlain to the British, that Crown Point would 
become a safe haven from which the “savages” could launch 
raids on the frontier, and that Ticonderoga was known to 
be unhealthy. Schuyler included a copy of the protest with 
his report to Washington, as well as his own response to 
the field commanders. In the letter he was now writing to 
Schuyler, Washington is clear in his support of Schuyler as 
is befitting the chain of command, and because he trusts 
that Schuyler and his General Officers could best judge the 
situation, but that his own view more closely matches that 
of the field officers:

Kennedy House at No. 1 Broadway 
(courtesy New York Public Library)
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I doubt not the Measure was duly weighed by the 
General Officers in Council, & seemed to them best 
Calculated to secure the Colonies & prevent the 
Enemy from penetrating into them: However I can-
not but observe, tho I do not Mean to Encourage in 
the smallest Degree, or to give the least Sanction to 
Inferior Officers... that the Reasons assigned by the Of-
ficers in their Remonstrance, appear to me forcible and 
of Great Weight. They coincide with my Own Ideas. I 
have ever understood Crown Point to be an Important 
Post, & from Its Situation, of the utmost Consequence 
to Us, Especially if We Mean to keep the Superiority & 
Mastery of the Lake. 

At issue was control of Lake Champlain, and with it 
control of the northern end of the great waterway which 
connected New York to Canada. Washington and the 
“inferior” officers felt that by abandoning Crown Point, the 
army was essentially handing over to the British “mastery of 
the lake.”  The British were already masters of the Hudson 
River, and would soon drive Washington from the city. 
Should the two British forces succeed in joining at Albany, 
New England would be cut off from the rest of the new 
United States. The success of the Revolution might very 
well depend on the soundness of Schuyler’s decision to 
withdraw from Crown Point.

But Schuyler had seen first hand the “strong ground 
opposite Tyconderoga,” the 300-plus-acre peninsula pierc-
ing the lake from its east shore, known locally as Rattle-
snake Hill. He agreed with the assessment of Lieutenant 
Colonel John Trumbull, Gates’ aide-de-camp: On the “9th 
we went over the Ground for the intended post on the East 
Side,”  Schuyler wrote, “which we found so remarkably 
strong as to require little Labour to make it tenable against 
a vast Superiority of Force, and fully to answer the purpose 
of preventing the Enemy from penetrating into the Coun-
try to the South of it.”

Washington understood that the outcome of the war 
might very well hinge on Schuyler’s appraisal, but the mat-
ter was now beyond his influence. He could only tackle 
those things he could control, such as re-supplying and 
re-enforcing Schuyler’s army and salving General Sullivan’s 
pride, details he addressed in the remaining lines of the 
letter. The rest was up to Schuyler and the men in his com-
mand, who were charged with turning that “strong ground” 
into the place we know as Mount Independence.

In Remembrance of John Rowland
Mount Independence lost a good friend this winter.  John 
rowland of Orwell, Vermont, passed away on December 
22, 2010.  John was an amazing craftsman and an artist in 
wood.  He built some of the practical things in the Mount 
Independence Museum building, such as the admissions 
desk, the gift shop cabinets and counters, and the desks in 
the office.  He also designed and built the wooden ox-cart, 
usually parked in the auditorium, which houses our popular 
hands-on educational program materials.  He designed and 
built the two backless benches facing the talking heads in 
the central sculpture.  The tops of the benches are con-
toured for great comfort.  He also designed and built the 
case housing our prized powder horn.  And he designed, 
built, and donated the beautiful butternut podium used in 
the auditorium.  He was the one responsible for install-
ing the name plaques on the donor plaque near the front 
door—he wanted to ensure that they were straight.  The 
Vermont Division for Historic Preservation was always 
happy to work with him, as everything was a challenge but 
he always found the perfect solutions.  He built these things 
to last—to withstand the use of hundreds and even thou-
sands of visitors every year.  John Rowland also did exhibit 
and other work at the Bennington Battle Monument, Justin 
Morrill Homestead, Chimney Point, and President Calvin 
Coolidge State Historic Sites.  

John was such an interesting person and full of zest.  
He poured his soul and energy into what he created, and 
gave everything his absolute best.  We are glad that his 
work will live on at Mount Independence.  Our condolenc-
es to his wife Karen and son Nick.

The ox-cart built by John Rowland is a prominent feature 
in the Visitor Center auditorium.
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Blue Trail: Before and After


