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Guns of Defiance
by Mike Barbieri
Discussions about the American evacuation of Mount Independence in 1777 often address 
the question could artillery on Mount Defiance reach Mount Independence and Ticond-
eroga? This article intends to answer that question.

An investigation at the hypothetical level requires breaking the main question down 
into smaller queries. First, how far did the shot have to travel? Although some have ques-
tioned the exact location of the battery General Burgoyne’s men built on Mount Defiance 
(commonly called Sugar Hill at the time), research has shown that it sat just below the 
overlook 350 yards down the modern road from the summit.1 The following table lists the 
ranges from the summit as well as the overlook to a group of targets spread around the full 
extent of the Mount and Ticonderoga.

Distances to Various Locations (in yards)2

Range from top Range from pull-off
French Lines (at road) 2300 1990

Jersey Redoubt 2910 2660
Fort Ticonderoga 2080 1837

Bridge at Ticonderoga 2270 2110
Bridge at Mount 2310 2177

Horseshoe Battery 2268 2214
Star Fort 2338 2395

Catfish Bay 1965 2035
2d Brigade Area 2247 2440

Southeast Battery 2755 2875
South Landing 2710 2930

Mount Independence (center) and Fort Ticonderoga (left) as viewed from Mount Defiance.
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President’s Report
First things first. We’re sorry that the Courier came out so late this year. We were working 
on it, but didn’t have enough good stuff to fill it cover to cover, which is our goal each issue. 
But I ran into Sherman Lohnes at the Vermont History Expo. Sherman told me about the 
Baldwin Letter Article (see the next page) he was working on, and that fit the bill perfectly.

By the time you get this edition, a good chunk of the season will be over, but if you’ve 
been receiving our e-news bulletin, you know we have had a wonderful slate of programs 
already and more in store in August, September and October.

We had an excellent turnout for this year’s (it’s the 10th already, if you can believe it) J. 
Robert Maguire lecture featuring author Jack Kelly. 

And speaking of time flying past, I am still trying to process the fact that it has been 20 
years since the opening of the Visitor Center at the Mount. We have a little pictorial his-
tory on the website to commemorate the anniversary. 

The past year has been a good one in many respects, but it has also been a sad one, as 
we’ve lost too many people dear to the Coalition: Kaye Duffy, Karl Kranell, Louise Ran-
som and Harry Van Tuyl have passed away in the past several months. You’ll find an all too 
brief memorial on page 6.

Finally, the book project is moving along. We had hoped to have a book launch party 
at the annual meeting in June, but we decided another round of editing was called for. I 
expect we’ll be publishing the book early in 2017. As usual, stay tuned.

Please feel free to contact me (802-273-3392) if you have any questions or suggestions. 
Thank you for your continued support for the Coalition.

– Steve Zeoli
Coalition President

News from the Site Administrator
This year 2016, the Mount Independence State Historic Site celebrates “Strong Ground.” 
On July 7, 1776, American generals voted to concentrate their defensive efforts on Lake 
Champlain on this extraordinary peninsula of land they described as “strong ground.” 

We are honoring the 240th anniversary of the start of American construction here, the 
240th anniversary of the construction of the Mount Independence-Hubbardton Military 
Road, the 50th anniversary of the Mount Independence trail system and archaeological 
mapping, the 25th anniversary of the incorporation of the Mount Independence Coalition, 
and the 20th anniversary of our museum building.  

The calendar of special events Mount Independence Coalition members and the site 
have put together focuses on the many aspects of the Mount that make it strong ground 
and that make people strong. One exciting new offering we hope will become an annual 
event is a 5K walk (part of the September 10 and 11 Soldiers Atop the Mount weekend).

The last event of the season is on Saturday, October 29, with a commemoration of the 
American’s finest day on the Mount-when the bustling defenses with cannons bristling 
helped convince British General Guy Carleton and his fleet to go home to Canada for the 
winter.  

The two interactive touch screens in the soldier sculpture exhibit have been put back in 
working order, with updated technology. When you come, take a look at the new entrance 
sign on the corner heading up to the museum. Now all the Vermont State Historic Sites 
have entrance signs with a similar design. Also new this late spring is clearing some of the 
large trees that were encroaching on the hospital site and causing the boardwalk to get slip-
pery. 

The site was fortunate to receive another grant from the South Lake Champlain Fund 
for our archaeology spring “walkover,” when a group of volunteers work with archaeologists 

continued on page 5...
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Seven Letters by Colonel 
Jeduthan Baldwin Sold at Auction
by Sherman Lohnes
On April 5, 2016, Heritage Auctions in Dallas, Texas, sold 
at auction seven letters written by Colonel Jeduthan Bald-
win, an engineer in the Continental Army, and principal ar-
chitect of the American defenses at Mount Independence.  
The letter group spanned a five year period, beginning 
September 15, 1775, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, during 
the Siege of Boston; and concluding December 24, 1780, at 
Fishkill, New York, headquarters of the Northern Depart-
ment of the Continental Army.1  Included in the letters up 
for auction was the letter reproduced in the publication of 
Baldwin’s journal.2

Six of the seven letters in the group were to Baldwin’s 
daughter Elizabeth, born in 1766, who he addresses “Betsy.”  
The letters, though written to a child of nine at the start of 
the series, are adult in their content. Baldwin shares with 
his daughter that he came under fire while in fortifications 
outside Boston in September of 1775; and five years later, in 
December of 1780, that he was “… poor as a beggar with-
out a shilling,” hardly news to re-assure a child whose father 
was away at war.3 Baldwin’s September 1775 letter also in-
dicates that while he regretted being away from his family, 
he wanted his daughter to know that it was necessary, as he 
was fighting for his family’s liberty and “… to prevent your 
being a Slave.”  

In the second and third letters of the group, Baldwin 
shares news of the defense of the Champlain Valley. In his 
October 26, 1776, letter he states the American defenders 
were ready for an attack by the British and fully expected to 
defeat it. While confident Mount Independence would be 
defended, he was less certain of his own future, writing: “… 
if my life is spaired [sic]. I propose to come home. This is 
too cold a country to winter in without your Mama.”  

On May 18, 1777, less than two months before the 
evacuation of Mount Independence, he reports he had ac-
quired a cow which supplied him with milk and butter, and 
that it was rumored that the British expected to take the 
valley in the summer.

When compared to the majority of his journal entries, 
Baldwin’s letters offer further insight into the hopes and 
challenges facing a Continental Army officer.  On Sunday, 
August 9, 1778, Colonel Baldwin took time from his duties 
as an engineer with General George Washington’s Army 
to write to Betsy, then twelve, of the news in camp, and 
expressed a desire to remain involved with the affairs of his 
wife and children at home in Brookfield, Massachusetts.  
Thanking his daughter for the horses, socks and lottery 
tickets sent to him, he went on to share that “We also hear 

that four of the English vessels are burnt at Rhode Island. 
The troops are shut up & they must be our Prisoners.”4  
Optimistic that he would soon be able to return home, he 
wrote her:  “I think there now is a fair prospect of the War 
being at an end in America .” In contrast, in his journal for 
August 9th he noted only that “16 deserters came in from 
New York.”5  

Baldwin’s optimism that an end to the war was near 
was based on what appeared to be a retrenchment by Brit-
ish forces operating in the United States. In 1776 and 1777, 
the British Army conducted offensive operations to gain 
ground from early spring into the fall. In July of 1778 the 
British Army under Sir Henry Clinton returned to New 
York City area after abandoning Philadelphia, and suffering 
heavy losses in battle at Monmouth, New Jersey, in June.6  
A fleet of French warships lay off the coast of Rhode Island, 
as American forces gathered north of Aquidneck Island 
under the command of General John Sullivan to lay siege 
to Newport, occupied by British and Hessian forces since 
December 1776.  

Without another letter until 1780, the effect of unsuc-
cessful siege on Baldwin’s optimism is uncertain.  Hope 
for American success in Rhode Island was dashed when a 
hurricane scattered the French fleet, and American forces 

continued on the next page...
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withdrew to the mainland.  On September 4th Baldwin 
simply noted in his journal “heard Genl. Sullivan had got 
of[f[ the Island with his army after som considerable loss.  
at home Colo. Hay wt to Fish Kill. setld with Mr Yancy”7  

The Baldwin letters, together with his journal, remind 
us that the outcome of America’s war for independence was 
not predetermined. Baldwin and his comrades took con-
siderable risk in their fight for liberty, saw their chances of 
success ebb and flow for six years, and would not see an end 
to prolonged fighting until 1781.  These seven letters also 
provide insight on the man as a person, missing both his 
wife and daughter.  

For
Miss Betsy Baldwin
Brookfield8

Camp White Plains9 August 9, 1778

I have just had the pleasure of receiving your letter by Peter, 
with the horses & a pair of thread stocking.  & the Tickets that 
are both blanks as far as I know.  They are not in the list of high 
prizes.  However they maybe in the low ones.10  I am sorry to 
hear that your mama is poorly as I had heard that she was clear 
by Mr. Dorothy.  I hope it will soon go over and I shall hear of her 
being better. I shall send her a [two words illegible] from the East 
Indies, two Bottles of which maybe of great service to her. if she 
can find out the best way of using it with the best loaf sugar etc.  
I could send you a receipt but as that may be thought needless I 
shall omit it for the present. White Plains is a hilley country with 
fine farms, much like Brookfield, only more improved& not so 
much wood. We have Departers every day from New York that 
inform of the lightening striking a Brig that lay by the dock in 
which there was about 400 barrels of Powder, that took fire& 
blew up. the King’s store & 74 houses were also burnt.11  The re-
port is that 10 Regts. of the British troops are going to the West 
Indies & the German are going to Halifax. We also hear that four 
of the English vessels are burnt at Rhode Island.12 The troops are 
shut up & they must be our Prisoners. I think there now is a fair 
prospect of the War being at an end in America, so that you may 
begin to look for me at home. I am determined that I will not go 
into the war out of America. Give my kind love to your Mama. If 
there was a prospect of our remaining long at this place, I should 
have a mind to send for her, but our stay here is very uncertain, 
depends much on the moves of the Enemy however I hope to 
see you before winter at Brookfield [fragment lost] I shall wright 
to your Mama next time [fragment lost] am with the greatest 
affection your 

Papa, J. Baldwin

(Endnotes)
1 Baldwin Letters, Lots 49017 through 49023, Heritage Auctions, 
Historic Manuscripts Auction, April 5, 2016, accessed at: http://
historical.ha.com/c/search-results.zx?N=49+790+231+4294947379&i
c=Items-OpenAuctions-Open-BrowseViewLots-071713, on April 12, 
2016.
2 Baldwin, Jeduthan, The Revolutionary Journal of Colonel Jeduthan 
Baldwin, Ayer Company Publishers, North Stratford, NH, 2001.
3American forces began work on fortifications on Plowed Hill, in present 
day Somerville, Massachusetts, on August 26, 1775.  Major General 
William Heath recorded that the works came under fire for several days, 
and that two Americans were killed on the 27th and another on the 28th.  
Heath, William, Memoirs of the American War, A. Wessels Company, 
New York, NY, 1904, page 35.
4 News from Rhode Island was being communicated to Washington 
at Fishkill, New York, in two days by means of express riders stationed 
twenty miles apart along the way.  As of August 18th, Washington  had 
stationed riders at ten mile intervals, reducing the time to twenty-four 
hours.  Stiles, Ezra, The Literary Diary of Ezra Stiles, Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York, NT, 1901, volume 2, page 294.  
5 Baldwin, Journal, page 131.
6 On April 8, 1778, the Duke of Richmond noted in the House of Lords 
that after three years of war, and despite having sent over 60,000 soldiers 
to fight for control of her former colonies, British forces occupied only 
three cities, and had suffered 25,000 killed, captured, wounded or sick.  
Stiles, pages 292-293.  
7 Baldwin, Journal, page 133.  Stiles noted in his diary on August 27th, 
after hearing the French fleet was headed to Boston for repairs: “I give up 
the Rh. Isld. Expedition.”; and on September 5th: “Great Disappointment 
respect Rh. Isld. Expedition.”  Stiles, pages 298 and 299.
8 Elizabeth or “Betsy” was  born in 1766, the fourth of five children of 
Jeduthan Baldwin and Lucy Parkman.  The Baldwin family lived in the 
Second Precinct of Brookfield, present day North Brookfield.  Baldwin, 
Journal, Jeduthan, pages xv-xl.
9 Following the return of the British Army to New York City in the 
summer of 1778, American forces encamped at White Plains, north of 
the city.  An August 1, 1778, return for Washington’s Main Army listed 
15 brigades of infantry totaling just over 12,000 soldiers, 31 artillery 
companies and two cavalry detachments as present at White Plains; 
and over 1,100 Continental soldiers and militia troops at West Point.  
Lesser, C.H., The Sinews of Independence, University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, IL, 1976.
10 Lotteries were common in Massachusetts as a way of funding public 
projects.  A lottery authorized by the Continental Congress in 1776 was 
not drawn until 1778, and may be the subject of Baldwin’s comment.
11 Likely the British sloop, Morning Star.  On August 4, 1778, the ship 
exploded with “…  an effect similar to that of an earthquake, and occasioned 
a tremendous alarm to everyone in the city.”  At the time the ship was 
anchored in the East River.  Riverton’s Royal Gazette, New York, NY, 
August 5, 1778.
12 Lieutenant Frederick Mackenzie, with the British Army in Newport, 
noted in his diary that on August 5, 1778, the British ships Cerberus, 
Juno, Orpheus and Lark were run aground and burned to prevent their 
capture by the French.  Mackenzie, Frederick, The Diary of Frederick 
Mackenzie, Arno Press, volume 2, pages 329-330.  

Baldwin Letters, continued from the previous page
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T  H  E  M  U  S  T  E  R
The online Journal of the American Revolution has re-
cently published three articles by people associated with 
the Mount. Coalition board member Ennis Duling has 
written an engaging article titled “Arnold, Hazen and 
the Mysterious Major Scott.” 

Mike Barbieri, last year’s Maguire lecturer, a 
frequent contributor to the Journal, wrote a wonderful 
overview of our favorite place: “Mount Independence: 
‘The Most Intact Revolutionary War Site in America.’ ”

Coalition secretary and former president Ron Mor-
gan reconsiders the retreat in a fascinating study titled 
“Arthur St. Clair’s Decision to Abandon Fort Ticond-
eroga and Mount Independence.”

You can find all three stories (and all sorts of 
wonderful articles about the Revolution) at the website 
allthingslibery.com.

Coalition president Steve Zeoli was one of three 
local authors to take part in the first Writers Read event 
at the Book & Leaf Bookshop in Brandon. Steve read 
from his book Mount Independence: The Enduring Legacy 
of a Unique Historic Place. Coalition member Bill Powers 
read from his book about Silver Lake, while Gary Meffe 
read selections from his book of essays about Brandon, The 
Van Cortland Chronicles.

Steve is also scheduled to speak to a DAR group about 
Revolutionary War artist John Trumbull in Middlebury 
on October 1st.

MIC members Conrad and Jean Waite joined Zeoli 
staffing the Mount Independence exhibit booth at this 
year’s Vermont History Expo in June. Zeoli reports that 
the trio educated many people who came and went, keep-
ing the booth busy throughout the two-day event.

PEOPLE & MOUN T INDEPENDEN CE

from the Northeast Archaeology Research Center to map 
traces of the human past that are visible on the surface. This 
spring we noted and GIS-mapped 45 points of interest to 
add to our growing list of resources on the Mount.  

Recently our Vermont State Archaeologist, Jess Rob-
inson, received the welcome news that the National Park 
Service American Battlefield Protection Program awarded 
Mount Independence a grant to do more detailed mapping 
of some of the important archaeological features on the 
southern half of the Mount. When the project gets under-
way, we expect volunteers will be very welcome, so let me 
know if you might be interested in helping out.  

We hope this year you will continue to be good will 
ambassadors for Mount Independence. It’s so helpful and 
important to the site when you encourage people to become 
Coalition members, visit the site, or attend special pro-
grams. Lifelong learning and meaningful entertainment is 
good for us too!  If you’re interested in volunteering to help 
with special programs or trail work, please be in touch (elsa.
gilbertson@vermont.gov or 802-759-2412).  

Use your Coalition membership early and often. The 
regular season ends after Monday, October 10.  Hours are 
daily, 9:30 - 5:00.  

– Elsa Gilbertson
Regional Historic Site Administrator

Division for Historic Preservation

The Battle of Hubbardton 
by Tom Hughes
As someone who has been fascinated with the "1776 
Mount Independence - Hubbardton Military Road" and 
with the Battle of Hubbardton for 50 years (going back 
to a fourth grade field trip from Poultney Grade School), 

I heartily recommend that 
Mount Independence Coalition 
members read the 2015 Battle 
of Hubbardton book.  Bruce 
Venter gave this book a subtitle 
of "The Rear Guard Action that 
Saved America" and a dedica-
tion to Carl Fuller, the battle-
field's native and long-time 
history interpreter.  Do the sites 
a favor and buy your copies at 
the Mount or at the Hubbard-
ton Battlefield.

The book does a great job of 1) setting the scene (the 
first half of 1777) at the Mount, 2) explaining the arrival 
of the British Burgoyne invasion  on Lake Champlain  

during the first week of July 1777, 3) describing the St. 
Clair patriot retreat on the 1776 military road, including 
the chase by the troops under Fraser and Von Riedesel, 
and 4) sorting out the progress of every element of the rear 
guard action at east Hubbardton.  The author conducted 
scholarly research and presents a thoroughly-informed 
analysis of the battle.  As serious as that sounds, the book 
tells a very interesting story of desperate rushing culminat-
ing with a life-and-death struggle.
Tom Hughes is an historian living in Middlebury. Formerly, he 
managed the Crown Point State Historic Site in New York.

Site Administrator, continued from page 2



The Courier / Summer 2016 page 6

www.mountindependence.org

In Memoriam
Over the past 12 months, the Mount Independence family 
has lost four of its members. We’d like to use this space to 
honor their memories.

Kaye Duffy (1929 to 2015)
Kaye Duffy was the best neighbor a state historic site could 
ever have. She and Lorraine Audet teamed up to plant and 
take care of the flowers at the Mount. Kaye was always 
eager to help with many of our school group field trips. She 
always had a friendly smile and encouraging word for all of 
us. She brought joy to all, and our lives have been enriched 
forever by having known this wonderful person. 

Karl Cranell (1953 to 2015)
We celebrate and honor the life of 
Chimney Point site interpreter Karl 
Crannell. Karl participated in many 
activities at Mount Independence, 
including Tobrina Calvin’s morning 
camp for children, Paul Andriscin’s 
Inquiry into the Revolutionary Mind 
programs, Soldiers Atop the Mount weekends, and serv-
ing as a substitute site interpreter.  Karl wrote the book for 
youth, John Stark, Live Free or Die. He had such a breadth 
and depth of knowledge of the history from our time 
period, and had a special touch with visitors. The staff and 
many he touched mourn his loss, and are grateful for his life 
and good works.

Louise Ransom (1921 to 2015)
Anyone associated with Mount In-
dependence over the past 25 years 
certainly knew Louise. She was one of 
the founders of the Coalition, but that 
was merely one manifestation of Lou-
ise’s deep dedication to Mount Inde-
pendence State Historic Site. Louise 
was tireless in advocating for Mount 
Independence and we wouldn’t have 
the visitor center, many of the exhibits 
inside, and the entire Baldwin Trail if it 
were not for her.

Harry Van Tuyl, Jr. (1929 to 2016)
Former Coalition board member Harry Van Tuyl, Jr. died in 
February. We knew Harry as a quiet man, who we’d never 
suspect made his career in the Central Intelligence Agency. 
Harry served on several boards after retiring to Vermont 
with his wife, Alice. He was an avid traveller who loved 
history.

Guns of Defiance, continued from page 1

What range did the cannons have? The information 
in the table below is taken from three eighteenth-century 
sources— The Artillerist’s Companion by T. Fortune 
published in 1778, An Universal Military Dictionary by 
Captain George Smith published in 1779; and A Treatise of 
Artillery by John Muller published in 1780. It includes the 
ranges of two different size cannons (rated by the weight 
of an iron ball fired by the cannon)—12-pounders (two of 
which the British wrestled up Sugar Hill) and 6-pound-
ers (included because the Americans conducted a test with 
that size cannon and the British army made wide use of 
6-pounders).

Cannon Ranges (in yards)
 (amount of gunpowder: 12-pounder = 8 lbs.; 

6-pounder = 4 lbs)
size of 
cannon

Point 
Blank (the 
distance 
shot would 
travel with 
the barrel 
leveled)

Utmost (the 
farthest the 
shot would 
travel with 
the barrel 
elevated)

Smith, page 
317

12 822 4089
6 754 3899

Muller, 
page 
xxxviii

12 N/A 3688
6 N/A 2932

Fortune, 
page 11

12 733 3665
6 666 3330

With the above information, one can compare the rang-
es of the cannons and the distances to the various American 
positions. Clearly, all are beyond the “Point Blank” range 
of the guns. However, all the locations are within the “Ut-
most” range of even a 6-pounder placed along the northern 
half of Sugar Hill’s ridgeline. Further, those ranges are for a 
level field. The cannons on Sugar Hill sat 4-600 feet higher 
than any point on Mount Independence or Ticonderoga and 
the added elevation would have allowed the shot to travel 
much farther. There is no question that, at least theoreti-
cally, British shot could reach the American positions.

Being armchair engineers comparing range and dis-
tance tables is all well and good but there are other period 
documents available that provide evidence of a practical 
nature. Serving on Lake Champlain in 1776, John Trumbull 
(the future artist) argued that shot from Sugar Hill could 
reach the American positions and received permission to 

Louise Ransom 
and Senator Jim 
Jeffords in 1996 
a t  t h e  g r a n d 
opening of the 
visitor center
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or Ticonderoga individually let alone the entire perimeter 
of both, American troops would have had to move to given 
areas in response to threatening activities. The British on 
Sugar Hill would have been able to note these deployments 
and inform General Burgoyne of the weakest areas. The 
eyes created yet another danger to the American positions. 
Coupled with the threat of incessant bombardment, the 
Americans had little choice but to leave.

(Endnotes)
1 E-mail exchange with Stuart Lillie, Senior Director of Interpretation, 
Fort Ticonderoga.
2 The distances were determined by using the Ruler feature on Google 
Earth.
3 John Trumbull, Sketch of the Life of John Trumbull, Written by Himself, 
1835 (New Haven: B.L. Hamlin, 1841). 29-32.
4 Colonel John Brown to unknown, Pawlet, VT, October 4, 1777. The 
New England Historical and Genealogical Register, “Col. John Brown’s 
Expedition Against Ticonderoga and Diamond Island, 1777” (Boston: 
New England Historic Genealogical Society), v. LXXIV (Oct., 1920), 
p293.
5 Simon Fraser to John Robinson, Skenesborough, NY, July 13, 
1777. Proceedings of the Vermont Historical Society October 16 and 
November 7, 1900,  “Gen. Fraser’s Account” (Burlington, VT: Vermont 
Historical Society, 1901), 144.
6 Testimony of Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston, Proceedings of a General 
Court-Martial, … for the Trial of Major-General St. Clair, August 25, 
1778. (Philadelphia: 1778), 37.

conduct some experiments. He loaded a 12-pounder with 
twelve pounds of powder and two balls and fired the gun 
from the north point of Mount Independence towards the 
summit of Sugar Hill, a distance of 2300 yards. “The shot 
were plainly seen to strike at more than half the height of 
the hill.” That would be about 2000 yards from the Mount 
and an elevation about 400 feet higher than Trumbull’s can-
non.

Next, Trumbull crossed back over to Ticonderoga 
for another test. He placed a 6-pounder on the glacis of 
the fort, loaded it with the standard charge of 2 pounds, 8 
ounces of powder with a single ball, and fired it at the sum-
mit over 2000 yards away: “it was seen that the shot struck 
near the summit.” In both cases, the cannons fired uphill 
which dramatically reduced their ranges and the shot would 
have been even closer to its target had Trumbull fired at the 
future site of the battery. Even the 6-pounder would have 
hit, if not overshot, the site of the battery 1750 yards away. 
Trumbull had convinced most doubters that the American 
positions could be bombarded from Sugar Hill.3

Absolute proof that shot from Sugar Hill could reach 
the positions came during Colonel John Brown’s Raid in 
September, 1777. On the first day of the attack, Captain 
Ebenezer Allen’s company captured the battery on Sugar 
Hill and subsequently bombarded the fort.4 If inexpe-
rienced American militia could get shot to fall on the 
positions, then trained British and German artillerymen 
certainly could.

There is an argument to consider based on the inac-
curacy of period artillery, particularly at that range. It is 
quite true that the cannons frequently would not have hit 
what the gunners aimed at but, with so much development 
spread over the entire complex, much of the shot would 
have hit something and done some damage. Besides, put 
yourself in the place of an American soldier: it did not mat-
ter where the British aimed the cannon—any time a gun 
on Sugar Hill fired, every American would have wondered 
if he stood in the path of that shot. The distraction would 
have caused considerable consternation within the Ameri-
can positions.

To go off on a bit of a tangent, the possibility of artil-
lery being able to reach positions should be only part of the 
discussion. In fact, the British did not even have cannons 
in place in the battery at the time of the evacuation.5 The 
mere presence of enemy troops on Sugar Hill made the 
American situation problematic. As noted by Lieutenant-
Colonel Henry Brockholst Livingston, Aid de Camp to 
General Schuyler, “This hill had such an entire command of 
Ticonderoga, that the enemy might have counted our very 
numbers.”6 As well as counting numbers, the British could 
also survey the arrangement of the American forces. With 
insufficient numbers to defend either Mount Independence 

JACK KELLY, author of Band of Giants: The Amateur Soldiers 
Who Won America’s Independence, delivered this year’s J. 
Robert Maguire Lecture on Saturday, June 11, to a packed 
house at the visitor center auditorium. His topic was “Getting 
to Know the Heroes of the Revolution.”  He spoke about 
characters such as Richard Montgomery, Seth Warner, Henry 
Knox and Nathanael Greene, describing some of the ways 
he has tried to understand them as men of their time. 

Getting to Know the Heroes of the Revolution
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Mount Independence Coalition
P.O. Box 53
Orwell, VT  05760

Celebrating the 20th anniversary of the grand 
opening of the Mount Independence  

Visitor Center and Museum

It’s hard to believe that it has been 20 years since the visitor 
center was officially opened. Over 3000 people gathered 
for the Grand Opening festivities on July 27, 1996.  The 
photographs above, of course, chart the work of building 
the $1 million structure. You’ll find more photographs of the 
visitor center in a gallery on the Coalition website.

“I Walk On  
Strong Ground”

A 5k Walk at Mount Independence
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

Help us celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Mount Independence Trail System 
by participating in this non-timed 5k (3.1 
mile) walk along selected sections of the 
historic site’s trails. The $20 fee includes a 

commemorative T-shirt, admission to  
“Soldiers Atop the Mount” and a  

“Revolutionary” lunch. We’ll throw in the 
fabulous scenery for free.

Learn more and download the registration 
form at www.mountindependence.org


